
 

Trump's Judicial Nominees Are Trying To Run From Their 
Radical Records And Dodge Questions About Their Beliefs 

 
SUMMARY:  
 
Donald Trump’s first slate of judicial nominees have been pressed on the radical, politicized cases they’ve 
advanced in state AG offices. When faced with questioning from the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
nominees have dodged their record of extremism and refused to give straight answers. 
 
When probed about her role in Missouri’s judge-shopped lawsuit to restrict mifepristone access, Maria 
Lanahan claimed her work was “discrete and limited” because she was not the lead counsel — but as 
Missouri’s deputy solicitor general, she litigated the case throughout its proceedings. When Whitney 
Hermandorfer was questioned about her role in Tennessee’s amicus brief supporting Trump’s birthright 
citizenship executive order, she deflected responsibility to her AG — despite signing the brief as the state’s 
director of strategic litigation. Simultaneously, Hermandorfer tried to defend her lack of experience by 
referencing her work as a lead counsel for TN. 
 
Joshua Divine was questioned on his support for literacy tests and his claim that he was a “zealot” for the 
pro-life movement. Divine tried to distance himself from his previous comments, claiming he was a teenager 
in college and is a “zealous” advocate for Missouri. 
 
The nominees were asked whether Donald Trump lost the 2020 election, and all five refused to directly 
confirm “yes,” instead saying that Biden was certified as the winner and served as president. 
 

 
Maria Lanahan Argued Her Work On A Lawsuit Aiming To Restrict 
Mifepristone Access Was “Discrete And Limited” — Despite Signing Onto 
The Case As Missouri’s Deputy Solicitor General 
 
May 2025: Trump Nominated Maria Lanahan To The U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of Missouri 
 
May 2025: Trump Announced The Nomination Of Maria Lanahan To District Court In Missouri. “The 
president announced a series of nominations Tuesday for judges to serve on the U.S. District Court in 
Missouri, including Zachary Bluestone, Joshua Divine and Maria Lanahan.” [Axios, 5/6/25] 
 

●​ Lanahan Said She Initially Applied In December 2025 And Interviewed In Early 2025 For The 
Position. “On December 10, 2024, Senator Schmitt's office sent me an email requesting that I apply for 
the position, which I did on December 23, 2024. On January 23, 2025, Senator Hawley's office emailed 
me and invited me to interview for the position. I interviewed for the position with Senator Hawley's 
office in Saint Louis, Missouri on February 3, 30 2025, with Senator Hawley's Chief Counsel and 
several other staff members. On February 7, 2025, I was contacted by the White House Counsel's 
Office and invited to interview for a vacancy on the United States District Court for the Eastern District 
of Missouri. On February 12, 2025, I interviewed with attorneys from the White House Counsel's Office. 
Since that time, I have been in contact with officials from the Office of Legal Policy at the Department of 
Justice and periodically in contact with officials from White House Counsel's Office. On May 6, the 
President called to tell me I would be nominated to the Eastern District of Missouri.” [Senate Judiciary 
Questionnaire, Maria Lanahan, 4/30/25] 
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June 2025: The Senate Judiciary Launched The First Confirmation Hearing, Which Included Lanahan. 
“The Senate Judiciary Committee is launching the confirmation process for the first judicial nominations of 
President Donald Trump’s second term. The panel Wednesday morning opened a hearing for Whitney D. 
Hermandorfer, Trump’s nominee for the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, and four other district court judges in 
Missouri: Maria A. Lanahan, Cristian M. Stevens and Zachary M. Bluestone for the Eastern District, and 
Joshua M. Divine for the Eastern and Western Districts.” [Politico, 6/4/25] 
 

●​ Nominees Respond To Follow-Up Questionnaires Posed By Senate Judiciary Committee 
Members. “On Sunday, 11 days after the Senate Judiciary Committee held confirmation hearings for 
President Donald Trump’s first batch of judicial nominees, the group published the nominees’ answers 
to follow-up questions posed by the committee’s members. These questionnaires, which take the form 
of glitchy PDFs posted on the committee’s website, are Democrats’ last chance to provide meaningful 
‘advice and consent’ on the nominations before Republicans begin hustling them along for confirmation 
votes.” [Slate, 6/17/25] 

 
June 2025: Lanahan Advanced Out Of Committee On Party Lines. “The Senate Judiciary Committee 
approved Donald Trump’s first slate of judicial nominees during his second term, clearing the first procedural 
hurdle for the president to resume his transformation of the federal judiciary. The nominees included Whitney 
D. Hermandorfer, Trump’s pick for the Sixth Circuit, and four nominees for district court seats in Missouri: 
Zachary M. Bluestone, Joshua M. Divine, Maria A. Lanahan, and Cristian M. Stevens. All were voted out of 
committee along party lines.” [Politico, 6/26/25] 
 
 
Maria Lanahan Claimed That Her Work On A Lawsuit Aiming To Restrict 
Mifepristone Access Was “Discrete And Limited” 
 
October 2024: Missouri, Idaho, And Kansas Intervened In An Ongoing Case Filing A Revised Lawsuit 
Seeking To Reverse FDA Regulations Expanding Mifepristone Access And Implement New 
Restrictions. “A lawsuit seeking to sharply restrict the abortion pill mifepristone — a case the Supreme Court 
threw out this year — has re-emerged in a version that presents new challenges for abortion-rights supporters 
and the federal government’s ability to regulate abortion medication. The revised lawsuit was filed this month 
by the  conservative state attorneys general of three states — Missouri, Idaho and Kansas — against the Food 
and Drug Administration in the same federal district court in Texas as the original case. It seeks to reverse 
numerous regulatory changes the F.D.A. has made since 2016 that greatly expanded access to mifepristone. It 
also asks for new restrictions, including to outlaw the medication for anyone under 18.” [New York Times, 
10/21/24] 
 

●​ The Case Was Originally Filed By Anti-Abortion Doctors And Groups In 2022, And The Supreme 
Court Unanimously Ruled Against The Plaintiffs, Arguing That They Lacked Standing. “The 
original lawsuit, filed in 2022 by anti-abortion doctors and groups, was rejected in June by the Supreme 
Court in a unanimous ruling. The court said that the plaintiffs did not have standing to sue because they 
couldn’t show they had been harmed by the F.D.A.’s decisions on mifepristone. But that ruling didn’t 
extinguish the case’s chance of being revived. Last year, Missouri, Idaho and Kansas petitioned to join 
the suit at the lower court level and were granted the status of intervenors.” [New York Times, 10/21/24] 

 
Senator Klobuchar Asked Lanahan A Written Question About Her Knowledge Of Widespread Medical 
Consensus That Mifepristone Is Safe, Given Her Effort To Restrict Mifepristone Access As Deputy 
Solicitor General Of Missouri. 
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[Senate Judiciary Committee, Questions for the Record, Maria Lanahan, 6/15/25] 

 
Lanahan Claimed That Her Work On The Case Was “Discrete And Limited” And She Was “Not Lead 
Counsel,” While Still Defending Missouri’s Stance Opposing Mifepristone. 

 
[Senate Judiciary Committee, Questions for the Record, Maria Lanahan, 6/15/25] 

 
When Asked Why The Lawsuit Was Filed In Texas Instead Of Missouri, Lanahan Said She Did Not Make 
The Decision But Claimed It “Promoted Judicial Efficiency.” 
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[Senate Judiciary Committee, Questions for the Record, Maria Lanahan, 6/15/25] 

 
 

However, As Deputy Solicitor General, Lanahan Signed Onto The Lawsuit 
Throughout The Case 
 
October 2024: Maria Lanahan Signed On To Missouri’s Effort To Revive The Alliance For Hippocratic 
Medicine Lawsuit Challenging FDA Approval Of Mifepristone. 

 
[Northern District of Texas Amarillo Division, Alliance for Hippocratic Medicine v. FDA, Motion for Leave to 

Amend Complaint, filed 10/11/24] 
 
March 2025: Lanahan Was Listed On The Signature Block Of The Case. 

4 
 

https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2025-06-04_qfr_responses_lanahan.pdf
https://litigationtracker.law.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Alliance_2024.10.11_MOTION-FOR-LEAVE-TO-AMEND-COMPLAINT.pdf


 

 
[Northern District of Texas Amarillo Division, Alliance for Hippocratic Medicine v. FDA, Intervenor-Plaintiffs’ 

Brief, filed 3/18/25] 
 

May 2025: The Trump Administration Asked A Judge To Toss Out Missouri’s Lawsuit, Claiming The 
State Did Not Have The Standing To Sue. “The Trump administration on Monday asked a judge to toss out a 
lawsuit from three GOP-led states seeking to cut off telehealth access to abortion medication mifepristone. 
Justice Department attorneys stayed the legal course charted by Biden administration, though they didn't 
directly weigh in on the underlying issue of access to the drug that's part of the nation's most common method 
of abortion. Rather, the government argued the states don't have the legal right, or standing, to sue.” 
[Associated Press, 5/6/25] 
 
 
Whitney Hermandorfer Minimized Her Role In Tennessee’s Amicus Brief 
Supporting Trump’s Birthright Citizenship Executive Order, Despite Signing 
On As TN’s Director Of Strategic Litigation 
 
May 2025: Trump Announced He Was Nominating Whitney Hermandorfer To The 
Sixth Circuit Court Of Appeals 
 
May 2025: Trump Announced He Was Nominating Whitney Hermandorfer To The Sixth Circuit Court Of 
Appeals. “Trump said in a social media post that he is nominating Whitney Hermandorfer, who has clerked for 
three members of the U.S. Supreme Court's conservative majority, to fill a vacancy on the Cincinnati-based 6th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.” [Reuters, 5/2/25] 
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●​ Trump Made His Announcement Close To Midnight In A Truth Social Post.

 
[TruthSocial, @realDonaldTrump, 5/1/25] 

 
Hermandorfer Said She Was Contacted By The White House Counsel’s Office In February 2025 And 
Then Interviewed For The Position. “There is no selection commission of which I am aware in my jurisdiction. 
On February 2, 2025, I was contacted by the White House Counsel's Office and provided basic biographical 
information; I then was asked by the White House Counsel's Office to participate in an interview on 
approximately February 4, 2025. I interviewed with attorneys from the White House and the Department of 
Justice on February 11, 2025, in Washington, District of Columbia; that same day, the White House Counsel's 
Office requested that I provide additional biographical information, which I provided. On February 13, 2025, I 
interviewed with Senator Blackbum and a member of her staff. On February 28, 2025, I interviewed with 
Senator Hagerty, and on February 6, 2025, I interviewed with a member of Senator Hagerty's staff. On 
February 14, 2025, the White House Counsel's Office contacted me to let me know that I was in consideration 
for the nomination. On April 29, 2025, I met with President Donald Trump concerning my possible nomination. 
Since then, I have been in contact with officials from the White House Counsel's Office and the Justice 
Department's Office of Legal Policy regarding the nomination.” [Senate Judiciary Questionnaire, Whitney 
Hermandorfer, 5/5/25] 

 
June 2025: The Senate Judiciary Launched The First Confirmation Hearing, Which Included 
Hermandorfer. “The Senate Judiciary Committee is launching the confirmation process for the first judicial 
nominations of President Donald Trump’s second term. The panel Wednesday morning opened a hearing for 
Whitney D. Hermandorfer, Trump’s nominee for the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, and four other district court 
judges in Missouri: Maria A. Lanahan, Cristian M. Stevens and Zachary M. Bluestone for the Eastern District, 
and Joshua M. Divine for the Eastern and Western Districts.” [Politico, 6/4/25] 
 
June 2025: Hermandorfer Advanced Out Of Committee On Party Lines. “The Senate Judiciary Committee 
approved Donald Trump’s first slate of judicial nominees during his second term, clearing the first procedural 
hurdle for the president to resume his transformation of the federal judiciary. The nominees included Whitney 
D. Hermandorfer, Trump’s pick for the Sixth Circuit, and four nominees for district court seats in Missouri: 
Zachary M. Bluestone, Joshua M. Divine, Maria A. Lanahan, and Cristian M. Stevens. All were voted out of 
committee along party lines.” [Politico, 6/26/25] 
 
 
Hermandorfer Minimized Her Role In Tennessee’s Amicus Brief In Trump’s 
Birthright Citizenship Lawsuit 
 
When Asked What Role She Had In Filing An Amicus Brief In The Trump Birthright Citizenship Case, 
Hermandorfer Said She “Advised” The Attorney General Regarding The Arguments Being Made In 
Litigation, Participated In Drafting The Brief, And Refused To Answer Whether Trump’s EO Was 
Constitutional. 
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[Senate Judiciary Committee, Questions for the Record, Whitney Hermandorfer, 6/15/25] 

 
 

However, Hermandorfer Signed Onto The Brief As TN’s Director Of Strategic 
Litigation 
 
Hermandorfer Worked As The Director Of Strategic Litigation For The Tennessee Attorney General’s 
Office. “President Trump nominated local attorney Whitney Hermandorfer to serve on the Sixth Circuit Court of 
Appeals. [...] Hermandorfer serves as director of the strategic litigation unit for the Tennessee Attorney 
General's Office.” [Axios, 5/5/25] 
 
Hermandorfer Signed Onto Tennessee’s Amicus Brief In The Case. 
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[...] 

 
[Supreme Court, Trump v. CASA, Amicus Brief, 3/21/25] 

 
Hermandorfer Defended Her Experience As An Attorney, Despite Having Only Six Years Of Legal 
Practice, By Referencing Her Role As Counsel In Cases Advanced By Tennessee. 
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[Senate Judiciary Committee, Questions for the Record, Whitney Hermandorfer, 6/15/25] 

 
 

Joshua Divine Minimized Extreme Op-Eds He Wrote In College 
 
May 2025: Trump Nominated Maria Lanahan To The U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern And Western Districts of Missouri 
 
May 2025: Trump Announced The Nomination Of Joshua Divine To District Court In Missouri. “The 
president announced a series of nominations Tuesday for judges to serve on the U.S. District Court in 
Missouri, including Zachary Bluestone, Joshua Divine and Maria Lanahan.” [Axios, 5/6/25] 
 

●​ Divine Said He Was Contacted By Staff From The Missouri Senators In November 2024 About 
The Position And Interviewed Into 2025. “In November 2024, I was contacted by staff from the offices 
of Senator Hawley and Senator Schmitt to see if I would be interested in a judicial position. In 
mid-December 2024, I was asked to submit written materials to Senator Schmitt's office, such as a 
resume, list of references, and list of writings. On February 14, 2025, I interviewed with attorneys from 
the White House Counsel's Office at the Eisenhower Building in Washington, D.C. Since then, I have 
been in contact with officials from the White House Counsel's Office and the Justice Department's 
Office of Legal Policy regarding the nomination. On May 6, the President called to tell me I would be 
nominated.” [Senate Judiciary Questionnaire, Joshua Divine, 4/25/25] 

 
June 2025: The Senate Judiciary Launched The First Confirmation Hearing, Which Included Divine. 
“The Senate Judiciary Committee is launching the confirmation process for the first judicial nominations of 
President Donald Trump’s second term. The panel Wednesday morning opened a hearing for Whitney D. 
Hermandorfer, Trump’s nominee for the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, and four other district court judges in 
Missouri: Maria A. Lanahan, Cristian M. Stevens and Zachary M. Bluestone for the Eastern District, and 
Joshua M. Divine for the Eastern and Western Districts.” [Politico, 6/4/25] 
 
June 2025: Divine Advanced Out Of Committee On Party Lines. “The Senate Judiciary Committee 
approved Donald Trump’s first slate of judicial nominees during his second term, clearing the first procedural 
hurdle for the president to resume his transformation of the federal judiciary. The nominees included Whitney 
D. Hermandorfer, Trump’s pick for the Sixth Circuit, and four nominees for district court seats in Missouri: 
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Zachary M. Bluestone, Joshua M. Divine, Maria A. Lanahan, and Cristian M. Stevens. All were voted out of 
committee along party lines.” [Politico, 6/26/25] 
 
 
Divine Was Questioned About His Previous Support For Literacy Tests, And 
Blamed His Stance On Being A Teenager In College 
 
Senator Dick Durbin Questioned Divine About His Previous Claim That Literacy Tests Were “Not A Bad 
Thing.” 

 
[Senate Judiciary Committee, Questions for the Record, Joshua Divine, 6/15/25] 

 
Divine Said He No Longer Supported Literary Tests, Repeatedly Claiming He Was A Teenager In 
College In His Defense. “The article, written when I was a teenager, was consistent with the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which banned Jim Crow literacy tests but permitted devices that did 
not have the same history of abuse. [...] As a teenager in college, I was aware that the Civil Rights Act and the 
Voting Rights Act had banned some tests while permitting others. I was not aware of the later amendments. I 
learned about the more recent law in law school. Tests are illegal now, and I have never advocated any form of 
test (including the ones that the Civil Rights Act and Voting Rights Act permitted) since that article.” [Senate 
Judiciary Committee, Questions for the Record, Joshua Divine, 6/15/25] 
 
 
Divine Was Questioned About His Claim That He Was A “Zealot” For The Pro-Life 
Movement, And Claimed He Was “Zealous” In His Advocacy 
 
Divine Was Questioned Whether He Still Describes Himself As A “Zealot” For The Pro-Life Movement, 
And Claimed He Was A “Zealous Advocate” For His Clients. 
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[Senate Judiciary Committee, Questions for the Record, Joshua Divine, 6/15/25] 

 
Divine Was Questioned On His “Zealot” Claim, And Said He Exercised His “Zealous” Duty To Defend 
Missouri In The State’s Abortion Ballot Initiative Lawsuit. 

 
[Senate Judiciary Committee, Questions for the Record, Joshua Divine, 6/15/25] 

 
 

The Nominees Refused To Directly Answer “Yes” When Asked If Trump 
Lost The 2020 Election 
 
All Five Nominees Refused To Directly Confirm That Trump Lost The 2020 
Election 
 
Hermandorfer Did Not Directly Answer “Yes” When Asked If Trump Lost The 2020 Election, Saying 
Biden Was Certified And Served As President And It Would Be Improper To Offer Further Opinion That 
Could Be Taken As A Political Answer. 
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[Senate Judiciary Committee, Questions for the Record, Whitney Hermandorfer, 6/15/25] 

 
Divine Did Not Directly Answer “Yes” When Asked If Trump Lost The 2020 Election, Saying Biden Was 
Certified And Served As President. 

 
[Senate Judiciary Committee, Questions for the Record, Joshua Divine, 6/15/25] 

 
●​ Divine Claimed That Ethical Rules Prohibited Him From Discussing The Matter Because He 

Served As A Law Clerk In The Supreme Court In 2020. 

 
[Senate Judiciary Committee, Questions for the Record, Joshua Divine, 6/15/25] 

 
Lanahan Did Not Directly Answer “Yes” When Asked If Trump Lost The 2020 Election, Saying Biden 
Was Certified And Served As President. 

 
[Senate Judiciary Committee, Questions for the Record, Maria Lanahan, 6/15/25] 

 
Zachary Bluestone Did Not Directly Answer “Yes” When Asked If Trump Lost The 2020 Election, Saying 
Congress Certified Biden And He Served As President. 

 
[Senate Judiciary Committee, Questions for the Record, Zachary Bluestone, 6/15/25] 

 
Cristian Stevens Said He Recalled Various Legal Challenges To The 2020 Election Results And That 
Biden Was Certified And Served As President. 
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[Senate Judiciary Committee, Questions for the Record, Cristian Stevens, 6/15/25] 

 
### 
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