Tuesday April 5, 2022

Paul D. Thompson

Acting Inspector General
lllinois Secretary of State
100 W. Randolph Ste. 5-400
Chicago, IL 60601

RE: Investigation Request Into Opportunity Financial’s Lobbying Practices
Dear Acting Inspector General Thompson,

As president of government watchdog Accountable.US, | write to you today to request a formal
investigation over the lobbying practices of Opportunity Financial (OppFi), a high-cost lending
company, for potential violations of the Lobbyist Registration Act.

While OppFi halted its lending activity in Illinois after the 36% interest rate cap took effect last
year, prior to registering as a lobbyist with the state, the company’s Senior Manager of
Government Relations posted on social media in November 2021 of having a “phenomenal
dinner” with the lllinois House Speaker. In early December 2021, the operative posted that she
hosted “dinner & dialogue” with three lllinois lawmakers, including a member of Senate
Leadership and the Chair of the Legislative Black Caucus.

Additionally, records show that OppFi's Senior Manager of Government Relations had already
held multiple meetings with state lawmakers when the company first appeared as a lobbying
client of former lllinois Senate Majority Leader James F. Clayborne in an amended filing at the
very end of 2021. Last October, OppFi’'s Senior Manager of Government Relations thanked the
National Conference of State Legislatures for a trip to Ireland with over 50 state legislative
leaders from across the country.

As the Chicago Sun-Times reported, state records show that the operative engaged in all of
these meetings prior to registering as a lobbyist for the first time on January 26, 2022.

OppFi’s practices warrant an immediate investigation by the Inspector General. The high-cost
lending company has failed to provide an adequate explanation for its lack of lobbyist
registration despite these meetings with various state lawmakers. If OppFi is in violation of the
Lobbyist Registration Act to the detriment of the people of lllinois, it is critical they are held to
account for their wrongdoings.

Thank you in advance for looking into this matter.

Sincerely,


https://woodstockinst.org/news/press-release/whos-been-naughty-nice-in-2021/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=whos-been-naughty-nice-in-2021
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/03/23/illinois-governor-signs-off-on-law-capping-consumer-loan-rates-at-36percent.html
https://www.facebook.com/shanellejackson/posts/327970909138293
https://www.facebook.com/shanellejackson/posts/327970909138293
https://www.facebook.com/shanellejackson/posts/337708891497828?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXti5ABTHv7u_GVNV4Jq15xGVlZzsLIXQMslcXpTe2kAyCmUyC7TxXxSLLEvOTV2raDKgqkNG-uTMF2xj_zSFSMGnv3j1bf5NRwDMgW6yfJg810spLbOuvGBsQP3XwA5GNQaqCWoirrqVcQ6um48D9Y&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://apps.ilsos.gov/lobbyistsearch/registrationpdf?procID=REG&transType=AMENDED&year=2021&entityID=8687&webDataXmlId=92436
https://www.instagram.com/p/CVEgaQrgdsc/
https://www.ncsl.org/Documents/2021_Summit_Resources/2021-Summit-Agenda-Book.pdf
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2022/2/7/22916891/high-interest-loans-opportunity-financial-oppfi-predatory-loan-prevention-act

Kyle Herrig
President of Accountable.US



