
Trump Has Nominated At Least 10 Lobbyists To Serve
In His Administration

Summary: Since Trump’s election victory in November 2024, he has nominated at least ten
individuals to posts in his administration who have served as lobbyists. They are the following:

● Longtime lobbyist Susie Wiles was selected to serve as Trump’s Chief of Staff.

● Lobbyist Bill McGinley was selected by Trump to serve as Counsel to the Department
Of Government Efficiency.

● Lobbyist and former Rep. Doug Collins was selected to serve as Secretary Of
Veterans Affairs.

● Lobbyist and former Rep. Sean Duffy was selected to serve as Secretary Of
Transportation.

● Lobbyist and former Acting Attorney General Matthew Whitaker was selected to
serve as Ambassador to NATO.

● Lobbyist and former Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi was selected to serve as
Attorney General.

● Lobbyist Alex Wong was selected to serve as Deputy National Security Advisor.

● Lobbyist and former Rep. Pete Hoekstra was selected to serve as Ambassador To
Canada.

● Lobbyist Jamieson Greer was selected to serve as U.S. Trade.

● Lobbyist James Braid was selected to serve as Director of the Office Of Legislative
Affairs.

Lobbyist Susie Wiles Was Selected To Serve As Trump’s Chief Of
Staff

Susie Wiles Was Selected To Serve As Trump’s Chief Of Staff

Trump Announced That Susie Wiles Would Be His Chief Of Staff. “President-elect Donald
Trump has named Susie Wiles, the defacto manager of his victorious campaign, as his White
House chief of staff, the first woman to hold the influential role.” [Associated Press, 11/7/24]

Susie Wiles Is A Longtime Lobbyist

https://apnews.com/article/trump-susie-wiles-transition-white-house-f917aa91b030d836b3bac01659b6fab4


Wiles Is A Longtime Lobbyist And Did Not Sever Ties With Lobbying Firm Mercury Public
Affairs Until She Was Named Chief Of Staff On November 7, 2024. “A longtime strategist
and lobbyist for business interests and political campaigns, Ms. Wiles ran Mr. Trump’s
campaign, and her trusted role in the new administration is already evident. She has been
deeply involved in assembling Mr. Trump’s new executive office. Last week, she addressed an
influential group of donors in Las Vegas, saying, among other things, that Mr. Trump planned to
reinstate some of his prior executive orders that President Biden had revoked. Ms. Wiles, 67,
was registered as a lobbyist until early this year. She did not sever ties with Mercury Public
Affairs, where she began working in 2022, until after she was named chief of staff on Nov. 7,
said two people familiar with the timing who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss
private matters.” [New York Times, 11/21/24]

Lobbyist Bill McGinley Was Selected By Trump To Serve As
Counsel To The Department Of Government Efficiency

Bill McGinley Was Selected By Trump To Serve As Counsel To The
Department Of Government Efficiency

Trump Announced That Bill McGinley Would Serve As Counsel To The Proposed
Department Of Government Efficiency After Previously Being Picked To Serve As White
House Counsel. “President-elect Donald Trump said Wednesday he has picked David
Warrington to serve as his White House counsel and that Bill McGinley, whom Trump had
previously tapped for the role, will instead serve as counsel to the Department of Government
Efficiency.” [CNN, 12/4/24]

Bill McGinley Has Worked As A Lobbyist

Bill McGinley Has Worked As A Lobbyist Since Leaving The First Trump White House.
“McGinley joined the first Trump White House on Day 1 and served for 2 1/2 years before
leaving to return to private practice. Since then, he has worked as a federally registered lobbyist
alongside his legal practice. His clients have included defense contractor Vectrus, a New
England fishermen’s group, and Max Schachter, a school safety advocate whose son was killed
in the mass shooting at a Parkland, Florida, high school in 2018, federal filings show.” [Politico,
11/18/24]

Lobbyist Doug Collins Was Selected To Serve As Secretary Of
Veterans Affairs

Doug Collins Was Selected To Serve As Secretary Of Veterans Affairs

Trump Announced That Doug Collins Would Serve As His Secretary Of Veterans Affairs.
“Former Rep. Doug Collins of Georgia, a key defender of President-elect Donald Trump during
his first impeachment proceedings, has been nominated to be the secretary for veterans affairs.”
[NPR, 11/14/24]

Doug Collins Is A Former Lobbyist

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/21/us/politics/susie-wiles-trump-lobbying.html
https://www.cnn.com/2024/12/04/politics/david-warrington-white-house-counsel-bill-mcginley-trump/index.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/11/18/trump-william-mcginley-white-house-counsel-00190101
https://www.npr.org/2024/11/14/g-s1-34261/donald-trump-doug-collins-department-of-veterans-affairs


Doug Collins Has Worked As A Lobbyist For Dogwood Strategies Inc.

[Lobbying Disclosure, United States Senate, 1/17/23]

Lobbyist Sean Duffy Was Selected To Serve As Secretary Of
Transportation

Sean Duffy Was Selected To Serve As Secretary Of Transportation

Trump Announced That Sean Duffy Would Serve As His Secretary Of Transportation.
“President-elect Donald Trump on Monday named former congressman and Fox Business host
Sean Duffy as his pick for transportation secretary in the next administration.” [NBC News,
11/18/24]

Sean Duffy Has Worked As A Lobbyist

Duffy Has Worked As A Lobbyist At BGR Group. “President-elect Donald Trump last night
named Sean Duffy, the former Wisconsin congressmember and lobbyist at BGR Group, as his
pick to lead the Transportation Department. … Duffy has been the co-host of the Fox Business
show “The Bottom Line” since 2023, and until Trump’s announcement came out yesterday he
had also been a member of the advisory board at BGR Group, the lobbying firm Duffy joined
after leaving Congress in 2019.” [Politico, 11/19/24]

Lobbyist Matthew Whitaker Was Selected To Serve As
Ambassador To NATO

Matthew Whitaker Was Selected To Serve As Ambassador To NATO

Trump Announced That Matthew Whitaker Would Serve As His Ambassador to NATO.
“Donald Trump said Wednesday that he has chosen former acting Attorney General Matt
Whitaker to serve as U.S. ambassador to NATO, the bedrock Western alliance that the
president-elect has expressed skepticism about for years.” [Associated Press, 11/20/24]

Matthew Whitaker Has Worked As A Lobbyist

https://lda.senate.gov/filings/public/filing/918aef6a-5301-490c-9218-80ce06ec1618/print/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-names-sean-duffy-pick-transportation-secretary-rcna180712
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-influence/2024/11/19/trump-taps-ex-lobbyist-to-lead-dot-00190505
https://apnews.com/article/trump-whitaker-transition-appointment-nato-attorney-general-a09b1214770b86aff85d5ecffaf63a52


Whitaker Ran And Was Registered To Lobby For Whitaker Strategy Group.

[Lobbying Disclosure, United States Senate, 5/2/13, see also: The Gazette, 5/31/13]

Lobbyist Pam Bondi Was Selected To Serve As Attorney General

Pam Bondi Was Selected To Serve As Attorney General

Trump Announced That Pam Bondi Would Serve As His Attorney General. “President-elect
Donald Trump said Thursday he will nominate former Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi to
lead the Justice Department, turning to a longtime ally after his first choice, Matt Gaetz,
withdrew his name from consideration amid scrutiny over sex trafficking allegations.”
[Assocaited Press, 11/22/24]

Pam Bondi Has Worked As A Lobbyist

Bondi Worked As A Lobbyist For A “Powerhouse Republican Firm, For Which She
Represented Major Corporations And Foreign Governments.” “President-elect Donald J.
Trump’s pick to be attorney general, Pam Bondi, is a lobbyist for a powerhouse Republican firm,
for which she represented major corporations and foreign governments with interests before the
U.S. government. Ms. Bondi joined the lobbying firm of the Republican fund-raiser Brian Ballard
after finishing her second term as Florida attorney general in January 2019.” [New York Times,
11/21/24]

Lobbyist Alex Wong Was Selected To Serve As Deputy National
Security Advisor

Alex Wong Was Selected To Serve As Deputy National Security
Advisor

Trump Announced That Alex Wong Would Serve As Principal Deputy National Security
Advisor. “U.S. President-elect Donald Trump said on Friday that he has choosing former State
Department official Alex Wong to serve as deputy national security adviser.

https://lda.senate.gov/filings/public/filing/9f243281-238a-4eac-a5c8-de1fa89f6148/print/
https://www.thegazette.com/state-government/two-iowa-republicans-to-enter-u-s-senate-race/
https://apnews.com/article/gaetz-trump-fbi-justice-department-248b46ba0c882dd46d661568e8bd3bd7
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/21/us/politics/pam-bondi-trump-ag-lobbyist.html


Wong, who served as deputy special representative for North Korea during the first Trump
administration, ‘helped negotiate my Summit with North Korean Leader, Kim Jong Un,’ Trump
said in a statement.” [Reuters, 11/22/24]

Alex Wong Has Worked As A Lobbyist

Alex Wong Worked As A Lobbyist For E-Commerce Company Coupang.

[Lobbying Disclosure, United States Senate, 4/19/22, see also: Coupang, 8/26/21]

Lobbyist Pete Hoekstra Was Selected To Serve As Ambassador
To Canada

Pete Hoekstra Was Selected To Serve As Ambassador To Canada

Trump Announced That Pete Hoekstra Would Serve As His Ambassador To Canada.
“Donald Trump wants to give former Rep. Pete Hoekstra another turn as a diplomat. Trump
announced Wednesday that Hoekstra, who served as ambassador to the Netherlands during his
first administration, is his pick for ambassador to Canada for his second.” [Politico, 11/20/24]

Pete Hoekstra Has Worked As A Lobbyist

Pete Hoekstra Worked As A Lobbyist For Greenberg Traurig And Dickstein Shapiro After
Leaving Congress In 2011. “Hoekstra, who chaired the House Intelligence Committee from
2004 to 2007, has been floated repeatedly over the past week as a potential CIA chief. But his
lobbying record is extensive; he worked as a lobbyist for Greenberg Traurig and Dickstein
Shapiro after leaving Congress in 2011, and then struck out on his own this year. The Michigan
Republican, who served 18 years in the House and unsuccessfully pursued both the Michigan
governorship and a Senate seat, currently heads Hoekstra Global Strategies, whose clients
include Oregon-based manufacturer Columbia Helicopters and Michigan-based oil production
outfit Core Energy, according to lobbying disclosure reports. In 2016, his company reported

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-picks-alex-wong-deputy-national-security-adviser-2024-11-23/
https://lda.senate.gov/filings/public/filing/6f570277-7a46-4a73-9f06-1d86c62770eb/print/
https://ir.aboutcoupang.com/English/news-and-events/news/news-details/2021/Coupang-Names-Alex-Wong-Head-of-Public-Affairs/default.aspx
https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2024/11/20/congress/ambassador-to-canada-00190813


$68,500 in income from the two companies. In his work before that, at Greenberg Traurig and
Dickstein Shapiro, Hoekstra lobbied on behalf of mutliple domestic corporations, including coal
giant Peabody Energy and tobacco company Lorillard Inc., as the latter went through a $27.4
billion merger with Reynolds American.” [Politico, 11/16/16]

Lobbyist Jamieson Greer Was Selected To Serve As U.S. Trade
Representative

Jamieson Greer Was Selected To Serve As U.S. Trade Representative

Trump Announced That Jamieson Greer Would Serve As His U.S. Trade Representative.
“President-elect Donald Trump announced Jamieson Greer as his pick to serve as the next US
trade representative. Greer is no stranger to the role, having served as chief of staff to Robert
Lighthizer, the trade representative during Trump’s first term. At the time, the administration
implemented across-the-board tariffs on China and other countries, as well as signed onto the
US-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA).” [CNN, 11/26/24]

Jamieson Greer Has Worked As A Lobbyist

Greer Has Worked As A Lobbyist For The Firm King & Spalding LLP.

[Lobbying Disclosure, United States Senate, 11/14/22]

Lobbyist James Braid Was Selected To Serve As Director Of The
Office Of Legislative Affairs

James Braid Was Selected To Serve As Director Of The Office Of
Legislative Affairs

Trump Announced That James Braid Would Serve As His Director Of The Office of
Legislative Affairs. “President-elect Trump announced Monday that James Braid will be the
next director of the Office of Legislative Affairs — a key role between Congress and the White
House.” [Axios, 11/25/24]

https://www.politico.com/story/2016/11/peter-hoekstra-cia-director-trump-231492
https://www.cnn.com/2024/11/26/politics/jamieson-greer-us-trade-representative-trump/index.html
https://lda.senate.gov/filings/public/filing/44b75c63-2e8e-4dc2-b221-5f5bd8cafc0d/print/
https://www.axios.com/2024/11/26/trump-congress-james-braid


James Braid Has Worked As A Lobbyist

James Braid Has Worked As A Lobbyist For Heritage Action For America.

[Lobbying Disclosure, United States Senate, 10/20/15]

https://lda.senate.gov/filings/public/filing/03a0e266-bca9-4e38-8271-15359794000b/print/

